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THE HOUSE OF ITALY (HOI) MISSION:

Our mission is to offer to its members and the public through its cultural and social programs,  
an understanding and appreciation of the history and culture of Italy. Our vision is that our HOI 

members celebrate their Italian heritage and culture with the people of San Diego.

Entrance of House of Italy San Diego House of Italy Bar



C
arissim

i Soci,

A
t the M

ay m
em

ber m
eeting, the revised bylaw

s w
ere presented for vote and w

ere 
approved by m

ore than 2/3’s vote of m
em

bers present. T
he board voted to im

plem
ent 

them
 at their m

onthly m
eeting on June 6. A

ntonio Iannotta presented a lecture on “T
he 

Best C
inem

a in the W
orld”, discussing contem

porary Italian C
inem

a from
 W

orld W
ar II 

to the present tim
e. It w

as very interesting and educational. If you w
ould like a list of the 

film
s he m

entioned, send an em
ail to the H

ouse of Italy em
ail address and you w

ill be 
forw

arded the list. 

W
e are pleased to present a fabulous docum

entary on a little know
n episode in Italian 

history at the June 16, 2024 m
eeting. Shortly after W

W
II com

m
unist w

om
en organized a 

program
 to bring trainloads of poor, starving children from

 N
aples and the w

ar-ravaged 
south to live for a year w

ith host fam
ilies in N

orthern Italy w
here they could get food 

and health care and go to school. Includes footage of the fam
ilies and the trains, photos 

of the children and interview
s w

ith them
 as adults and fam

ilies they lived w
ith, w

ho share 
their m

em
ories of w

hat the exchange w
as like for both. It is not to be m

issed!  
M

egan R
igby w

ill present a update on SD
G

E sum
m

er program
s as w

ell. 

Be sure to send in your R
S
V
P

 to houseofitaly@
houseofitalysandiego.org on 

or before T
hursday June 13 to reserve your place and to help our chef M

ark in food 
preparation.

W
e are excited to announce at the June m

em
ber m

eeting the recipients of the H
ouse of 

Italy Scholarship of $1,000. W
e hope you w

ill be there to applaud these young individuals.

T
he H

ouse of Italy Q
ueen, Sofia U

drys, is graduating high school this m
onth and w

ill 
begin her college education at the U

niversity of R
om

e, Italy this Fall.  W
e thank her for 

her service as Princess and Q
ueen of the H

ouse of Italy and w
ish her w

ell in all her 
endeavors.  

D
on’t forget to sign up to host the house on either Saturday or Sunday. W

e are w
orking 

on filling the hosting calendar w
ith volunteers for July and A

ugust. If you are available w
e 

w
ould love to hear from

 you. Send an em
ail to jcpatterson@

sbcglobal.net .  D
on’t be a 

stranger! 

For those of you w
ho do not have a food handler’s certificate you can easily attain one 

to help serve food and drink item
s to Balboa Park visitors. T

he w
ebsites to take the 

course and obtain a food handler’s certificate are:  
w

w
w

.cafoodhandlers.com
, course takes 75 m

inutes, cost is $7.95.

w
w

w
.prem

ierfoodsafety.com
 , course takes 90 m

inutes, cost is $9.95

T
he H

ouse of Italy is your organization and your input is valuable. D
o not hesitate to 

contact us by em
ail w

ith any ideas or suggestions. 

See you Sunday June 16th!
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• 
T

his year the H
ouse of Italy w

ill be hosting the Law
n P

rogram
 on A

ugust 11
th.  

W
e have som

ething exciting in store, so stay tuned! 

• 
C

inem
a Little Italy is screening an Italian m

ovie w
ith English subtitles. M

ore 
inform

ation in the flyer.

                                                O
tranto (Puglia)



The M
agic of Italian C

inem
a  

is yours all year. C
inem

a Little Italy 
w

ill present once a m
onth, great Italian 
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6:30 PM

     
Film

 B
egins:  

7:00 PM
   

Tickets:   
 

$10/each  
C

ontribution at D
oor

A
ll as only the  

Italians can present!

http://cinem
alittleitaly.com

:
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PR
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6 M
ay  Fiasco in M

ilan
3 June Pane, A

m
ore, e Fantasia

1 July  L’orchestra di Piazza Vittorio
5 A

ug  Siccita’
2 Sept N

ever Too Late For Love
Scan to C

LI w
ebsite for details

Program
M

ay 4   Friends by C
hance

M
ay 25 The Traitor/Il Traditore 

June 1  C
aesar M

ust D
ie

July 6   Ennio
A

ug 3   L’Im
m

ensita
A

ug 31 Zam
ora

$12/each

Film
s w

ill be presented on the Þrst Saturdays
of the m

onth and Sum
m

er holiday Saturdays
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As only the Italians 
can present!

Film
s w

ill be show
n on the first Saturday of the 

m
onth and on sum

m
er holiday Saturdays.

JU
N

E EV
EN

T
June 16th: W

e w
ill screen a docum

entary on a little know
n episode in Italian history. 

Shortly after W
W

II com
m

unist w
om

en organized a program
 to bring trainloads of poor, 

starving children from
 N

aples and the w
ar-ravaged south to live for a year w

ith host 
fam

ilies in N
orthern Italy w

here they could get food and health care and go to school. 
Includes footage of the fam

ilies and the trains, photos of the children and interview
s 

If you’d like to pay in advance to reserve your spot, you can C
LIC

K
 H

ER
E for the  

Paypal account.
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•
 55min (2011) Award Wining  

Italian Documentary with subtitles.
•

 SDG&E Presentation   
with Megan Rigby

To Reserve and Pay for Dinner

 https://www.paypal.com
/donate/?hosted_button_id=4EV

TM
ZYCRW

Q
6N

w
ith them

 as adults and fam
ilies they lived w

ith, w
ho share their m

em
ories of w

hat the 
exchange w

as like for both.  
W

e also w
ill be having a presentation by M

eagan R
igby about the sum

m
er updates of 

SD
G

&
E.



Joe R
avicini and A

lexander 
A

gopovich are recent transplants 
from

 the San Francisco Bay A
rea. Joe is 

2nd generation Italian. H
is fam

ily hails 
from

 the A
bruzzo and C

am
pania region. 

T
hey travel tw

ice-yearly to Italy and 
usually spend tw

o w
eeks at a tim

e in 
Venice. Both are looking to strengthen 
their connection w

ith Italy through the 
H

ouse of Italy program
s. Joe speaks 

Italian and is looking for opportunities 
to practice his Italian speaking skills! 
A

lexander shares Joe’s love for Italy 
even though he is 1/2 D

utch and 1/2 
A

rm
enian and after 25 years together still hasn’t m

astered the Italian language!!!
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H
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H

T
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B
ill Speer &

 M
arsi Steirer: 

M
y biological father, A

rthur John 
C

orselli, w
as born in 1931 to 

A
ntonin C

orselli, w
ho him

self 
em

igrated w
ith his parents to 

southern C
alifornia from

 Palerm
o 

in 1901.  H
e m

anaged a citrus 
packing operation in C

orona 
(R

iverside C
ounty) for the 

Jam
eson C

om
pany upon his arrival.  

A
s you likely know

, citrus is a big 
industry in Sicily even today. W

hile 
m

y spouse, M
arsi Steirer, &

 I 
have visited Italy several tim

es, w
e 

finally m
ade it to Sicily &

 Palerm
o in Fall 2022. O

ur visit rekindled m
y interest in pursuing 

dual U
.S.-Italian citizenship for m

yself, m
y siblings and m

y sons. W
e figured the H

O
I 

w
ould be our best local shot at finding resources and advisors to do so.  W

e also look 
forw

ard to the cam
araderie of the activities sponsored by the H

O
I.  (M

arsi is also an 
active m

em
ber of the H

ouse of H
ungary, and her father w

as President of the H
ouse of 

Pacific R
elations in the m

id-1950’s.)

A
m

y Z
hang graduated C

um
 Laude w

ith a Bachelor’s 
D

egree in Psychology from
 C

alifornia State U
niversity 

San M
arcos.  A

m
y w

as involved w
ith the A

nthropology 
C

lub and attended tw
o study abroad trips to Spain 

(Barcelona and M
adrid) for Positive Psychology and 

Ischia, Italy for K
inesiology.  

A
fter w

aitressing for 3 years, A
m

y m
ade a career change 

to becom
e a residential counselor at C

asa de A
m

paro.  
A

t C
asa de A

m
paro, A

m
y w

ill collaborate w
ith clinical 

staff and provide crisis interventions to assist w
ith the 

safety and w
ell-being of its residents.  

A
m

y w
as a recipient of the H

ouse of Italy 
Scholarship in 2023

D
avid Spinazzola. I am

 a second generation Italian-
A

m
erican. M

y m
aternal side of the fam

ily hails from
 the 

C
astel Frentano in the A

bruzzo region w
hile m

y paternal 
side com

es from
 R

ipacandida in the province of Potenza 
(southern Italy). Both sides of the fam

ily im
m

igrated to 
the A

m
erica and settled in W

estern Pa. T
his included great 

grandparents, grandparents and of course m
y parents. I’ve 

had the pleasure of going to Italy a couple of tim
es and 

visiting m
y fam

ily in C
astel Frentano and seeing first hand 

the places that m
y grandparents spoke of and m

eeting 
som

e of m
y fam

ily that w
ere still there.

I cam
e out to San D

iego about 10 years ago to expand 
m

y business from
 the east coast. I’vebeen delighted to 

find so m
uch Italian culture in the city. O

ur Lady of the 
R

osary C
atholic C

hurch w
hich has a m

ass in Italian, the Italian C
ultural C

enter, the A
m

ici 
house, Little Italy, and of course the H

ouse of Italy all provide for an enriching Italian 
cultural experience. I only recently discovered the H

ouse of Italy and love the type of 
activities that are prom

oted not to m
ention the spum

oni that is som
etim

es available 
w

hen you visit. T
he Sunday dinners served fam

ily style seem
 like a w

onderful activity that 
I am

 excited to experience. I look forw
ard to m

eeting m
ore m

em
bers and perhaps being 

able to get inspired to learn our beautiful native language.
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SD

G
&

E
 recognizes the H

ouse of Italy as a collaborating partner and as such inform
ation 

is sent m
onthly to you, our m

em
bers, to ensure you are updated on the latest SD

G
&

E
 

products, services and resources. A
dditional inform

ation is also available at their w
ebsite  

http://w
w

w
.sdge.com

/residential

A
ttn: Barbara LaR

occa13045 C
am

inito Pointe D
el M

ar, D
el M

ar, C
A

 92014 
 houseofitaly@

houseofitalysandiego.org 
 https://houseofitalysandiego.org/ 
 2191 Pan A

m
erica R

d. W
 San D

iego, C
A

, 92101

W
e w

ant Y
O
U

 on the N
avigator.  

W
e like to see you, our m

em
bers, involved in the H

O
I activities!  

W
hether you are hosting the H

O
I, snapping selfies at the H

O
I m

onthly events, em
ail your 

pictures to svenneri239@
gm

ail.com
 and you’ll be featured on the next new

sletter.  
A

ll new
 m

em
bers are invited to subm

it a photo and a short bio to be highlighted 
in the next issue of the N

avigator.


